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IN ANSWER TO THOSE HE ADDRESSED 
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may be of aſe to inform tke 
reader, 1 a | little | before Calvin. 
eſtabliſhed his reformation, doctrine, 
and form of religion at Geneva, in 
15355 Michael Servetus, a Spaniard, 
began to introduce the hereſie of the 
Anti-Trinitarians, , : which Calvin ſo 
ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed, that Servetus was. 
condemned to be burnt. Upon this, 
Lælius Socinus, an Italian, role up in 
defence of Servetus and his opinions. 
He at once exploded the Incarnation, 
original Sin and divine Grace, revived 
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Phoenas Pelagianiſm, and main- 
tained chat man was of himſelf ſuf- 
ficient to be the Author and giver of 
his own faith, juſtification, righteoul- 

neſs and ſalvation without the divine 


birth, 


2 — — — — = 


eee 


birth, attonement 5 mediation of | 
Jeſus Chriſt, who according to him 


and his followers, was born and lived 18 
only for our example, and died in 


atteſtation of his doctrine merely as 
man. 


A larger account of Socinus, his 


abettors and opponents, with their 


mode of interpreting Scripture, may 
be ſeen in Father Simon's Critical 


Hiſtory of the Old and New Teſta· 


ment, book me chap. 16. 
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ſheets, has advanced, 1s in ſupport 
of a te given by God himſelf,” (although 
ſome Chriſtians' think, that it is no longer 
xceptable, to 0 Got J and that“ 


1 * i ? : g E > LOT 5 8 SY 
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This parentheſis, ukw ally ins tous 80 
and worded, contains an accuſation not 
evidently true. What Chriſtian ever affirm. 48 00 
ed, that the religion now profeſſed by Jews : 
i unacceptable to God? Who can preſume 
thus to judge? As to what ſome Chriſtians. 


may 7hink, that is a ſecret too deep for the 


- 
* 


eye of Mr. Levi, or Mr. any man, to 
fathom ; nor is the aſſertion in the firſt part 
* . 


122 


* Dar Ade his Letters to De; Priefiley; as the 
Dodtor did his to the Jews, with an Advertiſement. 
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Be 
of the ſentence ſufficiently evident, namely 
that the religion now profeſſed by Jews wal 
given by God himſelf. No, it was given or rai 


of 


thou 
when 


Fathe 


ther preſcribed from tirne to time by the San i 
edrim and Rulers of the Synagogue; every 
one knows that the preſent Jewiſh religion 
is not the Moſaic, but moſtly Rabinica,, ff 
Religion, anſwering to the compound na- 
ture of man, body and ſoul, and having for g 


its objects, God and man, is twofold, 
mental and private, corporeal and public. 


Private religion is internal, pure and ſpiri- 


tual, that of the mind, heart and foul, 


pouring forth itſelf ſecretly and filently to | | 


God in faith, adoration : prayer and thank(- 


giving, with hope, truſt, dependance and | 
love, under a due ſenſe and acknowledge- 
ment of his divine and eſſential attributes of 

eternity, omniſcience, omnipotence and om- | 
nipreſence, - joined ith humble rnitation | 


and practice of his moral attributes, good- 
neſs, juſtice and mercy, towards man, at all 


times and in all places, without forms and 
without ceremonies, as it is ſaid, - Be ye 


holy, for I am holy—do juſtice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with thy God—When 


wc] 
open! 


Pu 
that 
gethe 
or co 
prop 
like | 
hg 
rece1 
Min: 
place 
form 


It 
rites 
nece 
only 
uni 
elle; 
baſi 
Nat 

and 


C7 7 
hou prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet; and 
when thou haſt ſhut thy door, pray to thy 
father which is in ſeeret, and thy Father 
which ſeeth in 1 ſecret, ſhall reward thee 
jenly.”? | r 


Public religigh' 1s 1 and external, 

that of a people united and aſſembled to- 
gether, in order openly and audibly to make 
ir confeſs with the mouth, lips, voice, and 
doper attitudes of the body, the ſame or 
like acknowledgements, as thoſe of private 
Khgion, for the ſake of example, and of 
receiving inſtruction from the appointed 
Miniſter, at fixed times, and in certain 
places, under the direction of preſcribed | 
forms and orgs inſtitutions, 


It is eaſy for every one to apprehend, that 
rites and ceremonies are not abſolutely 
neceflary to the religion of individuals, but 
only of ſociety, and that they are not of 
univerſal and everlaſting obligation like the 
eſſentials of religion, founded on the ſolid 
baſis of divine revelation, pure reaſon and 
nature; no, they are temporary only, local 
and en as x body for the ſoul, to render it 

| viſible 


| 
| 
5 
: 
. 
' 
; 
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viſible and preſerve it alive, or as the dreſs 


and ornament of religion, or as they are 


commonly called, the means of ee 


The plain vile of forms 818, 18 La tevery thing 
be done decently and in order:“ this is the | 
King” s daughter, all glorious within, and 


her clothing of wrought gold, commonly 


called the Church, decked however not all 
at once, though always ſo as capable of at- 

tracting the eyes, ears and affections of her 
lovers. 


Though the internal part of the Jews reli | 
gion may be the Patriarchal and Moſaic, 
given by God himſelf, yet it is certain, that 
the external part is not, excepting, circum- 


ciſion, the obſervation of the Sabbath, and 
abſtinence from ſome. particular meats, en- 


Jones for health in a SRO | 


What 8 now 1 Preſume to 
think or ſay, the Jews religion is not ac- 
geptable to God, even the external part of 
it, given by the Rabbies, notwithſtanding 
it be unſeemly in our eyes and to our ears? 


I is the heart which pet looks to, not the 
| lips; 


1 7 
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lips: as it is ſaid, “ He is a Jew, who is 
one inwardly.” —Rom. ii. 28. Deut. x. 16. 
Moſt Jews as well as too many Chriſtians, 
are apt to lay more ſtreſs upon the form 
than upon the power of ae falſely 
and eee 


} 


« The Author (who i is 2 4 fines Inquirer 


after truth. 


This p 18 merely affirmative ; in 
which the Author beareth witneſs of him- 


ſelf, and as ſuch his witneſs is not true, 
that is, ſufficient in a court of juſtice. It. 
| boaſts of great abilities, and preſents but one 


for the important taſk propoſed, and poſſi- 
bly even that onenot poſſeſſed.· Thou comeſt 


to me in ſuch a queſtionable ſhape, that I muſt 
ſpeak unto thee.“ It is not enough, that an 
Inquirer after truth be ſincere; he muſt alſo 


be able, learned and unprejudiced- 


«20s accepted the invitation in order to 
convince, or be conyinced”—An invitation to 
What? and to convince or be convinced of 


what ? Theſe circumſtances the reader is 
not informed of in the advertiſement, which 
of itſelf ſufficiently declares what are the 


5 Author's 
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Author s abilities, as a writer of . 
and as a reaſoner i in the cauſe of truth. 


* If permitted to proceed. 11 the i inquiry,” 
Who, David, is to hinder thee, if thou 


wilt be raſh and W headed to run agamnſt 
poſts and ſtone walls? No one. has a right 


to confine thee, unleſs guilty of depri 
tions on property as well as upon common 
ſenſe and truth. Not even the King, nor 
his Miniſter will touch thee ſo long as they 
endure abuſe and inſult in diurnal publica- 
tions, for the ſake of peace and to favour the 
revenue. Were indeed the convocation to 
fit and act, thy freedom perhaps would be put 
under ſome reſtriction, as well as that of thy 
fellow-traveller, with whom you quarrel 
continvally by the way, in queſt of ſome 
truths never called in queſtion, and in the af- 
ſertion of ſome falſehoods unknown to our 
forefathers more than five thouſand years paſt, 
and which certainly can be of no ſervice to 
their chi Idren, by rendering us wiſer, bet- 
r. and happier. Both of vou then are 
permitted to proceed in your inquiries, ſafely 
from any other correction than perhaps that 
of a FEY not near ſo effectual as a Sylus. 


INTRO- 


— 
2 


IN rRODUCTORY LETTER. 


„zk peruſal of your letters hath: af. 
forded me much ſatis faction to find ſo able : 
a divine and philoſopher Sako Ig the 
unity of God,“ N 


Surely no one need be an able divine or 
philoſopher to own the unity of God. What 
Turk, Jew, Popeor Proteſtant ever denied the 


unity of God? Nay the very heathen poets 
and philoſophers made Jupiter to be omnibus 


idem, the one ſu preme, in whom the plural- 


ity concentered ; - and Paul hath aflured us, 


that though for the preſent all power in 
heaven and earth is given up to the Son, yet 
there will come a grand period or revolu- 


tion, when the Son himſelf ſhall be ſubject 
to the Father, and God, that is, Jehovah, be 
all in all, agreeably to what Moſes declares, 


„Our Elohim is one Jehovah;“ not our 
Elohim, obſerve, is one Elohim, but Elohim, 
a plural apellative 1s one Jehovah, a proper, 


eſſential name of the fingular number. 


"M3: Where 


WES) 


* 


Where now is the difficulty, or harm of 
conceiving a Trinity in Unity, natural and 


ſpiritual? Fire burns, light watms and 


illuminates, and the ſpirit or air cools, re- 
freſhes, moderates, reconciles and unites the 


other two. Theſe though eminently three in 
condition and interchange, are yet but one in 


ſubſtance. Nothing can be more certain than 


that it is as impoſſible to live without the 
three-fold operation of the ſpiritual influ- 
ences, as it is without that of the natural : 
The natural agents are evident to the out- 


ward man, and the ſpiritual to the inward.” 


If the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhew us not 


the light of his countenance, and riſe upon 
us with healing in his wings, we ſhall be 


terrified. with darkneſs, or conſumed Wien 
He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear and be 


fire: Exod. x. 21, Deut. v. 25. 


ſaved; if he be deaf, he muſt periſh, deaf 
to the voice of Scripture, and bund to che 
manifeſtations of nature. 1 | 


% The exact time of this accompliſhment _ 


is not known to any, fave the eternal God 


himſelf,” p. 2. 


he 


T 
erer; 
alone 
jInqu 
tell 
if it 
it, 
wy 
ſeals 
Jou, 
cont 


The exact time'in the accompliſhment of : 
rery.. prophecy is doubtleſs known to God 
lone, the Giver of it. To tell us this, Mr. 


ll us, that one and one make two, yet as 
it was not ſufficiently clear, to illuſtrate 
it, you make a quotation from Deut. xxxii. 
. Is not this laid up in ftore with me, and 
ſealed up among my treaſure ? that is, ſay 
jou, it is a ſecret from all eyes, as the 
ontents of a letter before the ſeal is broken: 
nd in nearly the ſame ſenſe, does the pro- 
phet Iſaiah expreſs bimſelf, 1 the Hors 


wil haſten it in his time.“ 


Whether your interpretation of the paſ- 
kein Deuteronomy be perfectly and entire- 
right it may be doubted, but not whether 
the ſenſe of ſealed up, broken and haſtened, be 
early the ſame; theſe actions are very diſ- 
tnt and not at all alike, of courſe fo muſt 
be the ſenſe of the words, by which thoſe 
actions are expreſſed. Who is this, that | 
larkeneth wiſdom, and putteth order into 
confuſion? It is weariſome and vexatious to 

© criticize 


hquirer after truth, is juſt as new as v3 ” 


o 11 Ig 


criticize upon bad Engliſh, falſe reafonlng 
and lying accuſations ; yet muſt we with 
ee and fortitude go on. 9 


F 


(ot 
Ital 


' "x 9 8 a <A „ : | | the 
„ Theſe prophecies, Sir, are our conſo- :_ 


lation in this long and dreadful captivity, 
and have been our ſupport, in enabling us | 
to bear up againſt the many grievous and 
miſerable perſecutions, we have ſuffered from 
both Infidels and Chriftians. And hence it isMf 
demonſtrable, that the calculators of the 
time of the Meſſiah (and which, they ſay, 
muſt have been elapſed many centuries ago; 
and therefore exult over us, as if God had 
totally caſt us off, and there was no hope 
left for Iſrael) have been moſt egregioully 
miſtaken,” . TT P 


What pthay?* Thoſe of if wh; 
Do they afford conſolation ? The promiſe i i bie 
Lev. xxvi. 44.and elſewhere do indeed hold 
forth abundant grace and conſolation, andi . | 
every Jew will do well to ſupport. himſelf fre] 
by it under troubles of every kind ariſing 
from Welk, Infidels and Chri iſtrans. 


01d 
and 


{elf 


rery 


e in 


* . 


8 Be, 


* y reader muſt be blind indeed, Who 


lth not ſee, that Infidels and Chriſtians in 
kalics inſinuate, nay more than inſinuate, 
they a affirm, Infidels and Chriſtians to be 
{rnonymous terms, the Goim, alike cruel, 
mmerciful, inhuman Idolaters. Where is 
truth here, and in the aſſertions of the horrid 
mrentheſis, eæult over us—totally caſt us off -— 
:þe leſt ſor Iſrael ? Paul in his Epiſtle to 
he Romans poſitively and openly declares 
the contrary, and every Chriſtian entertains 
he ſtrongeſt faith and hope of a reſtoration 
wall Ifracl, that they ſhall be gathered one 
fold under one N n K. 16. 


Dr. Prieſtley pit ing your LuNettig was 
n ſome fort for healing your grievances; in 
tis way he preſented you balm, wine and oil, 
which he would pour into your wounds; and 


bind them up; you with rudeneſs: tear off the 


bandages, and caſt them in his face; and is it 
obe expected, that while you throw darts and 
fire brands, we ſhould ſtand quietly by, and 
laugh at the ſport? You might have refuſed 
Dr. Prieſtley's offers with civility, and per- 
laps would have ve thought wiſe in ſo 

doing, | 


"Wy 


* 


| . or at leaſt to have howhd fone good 
breeding. | wy 


— 


You ſay, 6 Hence it is demonſtrable" 


| Whence is it en Whew are 
the premiſes, and what is the ſequence of 
this curious ſyllogiſm and laboured demon- 
ſtration ? Who, again let it be "Aſked, are 


"© 4 4% 


the Calculators of the time of the coming of 4 
the Meſhah ? We have heard of Calculators 

of Comets and Eclipſes, but not of the 
Meſſiah's advent: Neither have we ever! 
heard, or read of their exultations over you. 
For ſhame, Levi! Go to, abi in crucem! 
Cover thy face with a veil, and put on a girdle 
of fip-leaves Teana, which thou knoweſt | 
ſignifies, and is a ſign and manifeſtation of, 
iorrow and contrition of heart. Thou 
knoweſt alſo, that leaves in thy Scriptures 
are elegantly uſed. for pious and religious 
profeſſions, and fruit for good works; do | 
thou therefore repent thee truly for thy 
.- fins paſt, and bring forth fruit worthy of 
repentance for the future, or elſe thou wilt 
exe long go to him who i is a lar and the 


father of lies; thou art that fig⸗ tree, 
which 


which was deſervedly curſed . having 
leaves only and no fruit. If thou didſt ever 
ſincerely inquire after truth and find it, 


ſis and elſewhere loſt it in darkneſs and 
falſehood. 


« You. have invited our nation to an 
amicable diſcuſſion of the evidences: of. 
Chriſtianity.” 2p. 4. 


Here, Mr. ſincere Inquirer after truth, 
you fib again. It doth not appear, that Dr. 


any diſcuſſion of the evidences of Chriſtianity, 
but to a mere and ſimple acceptance of it. 


Livy in his Roman Hiſtory, has given a 
very elegant and pleaſing deſcription of 
two armies ſitting and looking on the three 


till at laſt one of the Horatii ſurviving the 
other two, who were killed, conquered the 
three Curiatii, Had Dr. Prieſtley invited 
the Jews to a diſcuſſion of the evidences of 
Chriſtianity, had he thrown down the 
gauntlet, and they taken it up, how awful 
and tremendous muſt have been the ſight of 
TE 9 done 


Prieſtley, in his letters, invites the Jews to 


Horatii combating with the three Curiatii, 


thou haſt here in thy abominable parenthe- 
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one contending with thouſands ! Not only 
two nations would have ſtood looking on 
with eager ex pectation of the event, but all 
the nations of Europe, and perhaps. too 
thoſe of Aſia, Africa, and America! How- 
ever no one can complain of any diſappoint- 
ment; for Dr. Prieſtley did not invite the 
Jews to any diſcuſſion, and they as a nation 
have thought it prudent not to return any 
anſwer to the Doctor's letters: only one 
has taken it into his head, without the con- 
ſent and advice, of his friends, to accept 
what was no challenge to him or them. 4 


It 


& Moſt of our learned men have declined 
the invitation“ 


Here he tells ſome truth, but not the 
whole; for he ſhould have ſaid all our 
learned men have declined the invitation. 


„ For N reaſons, firſt, on account of 
the averſion, which the Elders of our com- 
munity have towards any of their body en- 
tering into any religious diſputes Second, N 

the generality of our learned men are defi- 


cient in the proper idiom and phraſeology of 
the 


tw 


the Engliſh language, and conſequently ars 
not able to enter the liſts againſt ſo ſpirited 
and — a writer.“ 

Here again perhaps he tells ſome truth 
very diſreſpectfully of his brethren, but 
not the whole and nothing but the truth. 


For I know myſelf three Gentlemen, i names | 
ly, Meſſrs. Beliſario, Baruh and De Paz, who 


are more learned, reſpectable, and more ac- 
curate than himſelf in the idiom and phraſe- 
ology of the Engliſh language. 


ee Theſe, 1155 are the reaſons.” 


Reaſons, of what ? He ſhould Bere faid 


of their declining the invitation, or rather 


filence with reſpect to Dee. Prieſtley” 8 
letters. 


As to the firſt, (reaſon we muſt {ups 
poſe he means) I think it groundleſs. 


Here he is a dogmatical, dictatorial, cate- 
| gorical, audacious Egotiſt, Samſon . was 
not bal, {0 valiant, nor even David the 
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King. He lays thouſands of Jews, Inf. rac 
dels and Chriſtians, with a fingle ſtroke of ey 
the weapon that Samſon did the Philiſtines, me 
the We of an aſs. =_ [5 

1 HM "The Friars were not able to t the wWI 

5 „ | body of Chriſt in quiet, for the great howl - th 

Z ings the Jews made there during their wor- lb 

JJC in 

| 7 8 fr 

| Mts too. true and juſt a om that 

1 the boys and others are too noiſy in the Sy- 

1 nagogue at this day, eſpecially when they th 
knock Haman on the head ; for which they tr 
deſerve to be ſcourged a little, though not 
to be crucified, as were children, you. . 
in the days of e w 

i We live in an enlightened age, in W 
which the inveſtigation of theological points tl 

F 1s accounted laudable; and ſo they are, * 5 P 

q not carried to a licentious height.“ ee {i 

1 Are, Sir, your inveſtigations of theologi- Ir 

j cal points laudable ? Have you not carried t 
them to a licentious height, when you ſpeak tl 

| of ' Chriſt's miracles,” his doctrine and cha- n 


racter, 
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raſter, p. 21, 77, GC . Dr. Prieſts 
ley, and others, give me leave to ſay it, 
make not a generous and proper uſe of to- 
{ ration, but audaciouſly abuſe it, flying in 
the face of the reformation and revolution ; 
while you are pleaſed to compliment it with 
the title of glorious, for giving you the 
liberty forſooth of Writing whatever, and 
in what manner, you like: commendation 
from ſuch mouths comes with an ill- grace. 
« Nothing can be more commendable 
than a fair and candid inquiry after 
truth.“ p. 7. 


ls it a fair and candid inquiry after truth, 
which leads you to liken yourſelf with 
great familiarity and wit to little David, 
who lays Peidoauiz the lion, Hutchinſon 
the bear, and Prieſtley, an uncircumciſed 
Philiſtine, coming againſt you with the 
ſword of elegance, the ſpear of criticiſm, h 
the ſhield of ſophiſtry, and you, againſt him 
in the name of the Lord of hoſts,, ſimple 
truth ? Though you may think and call 
this fair and candid truth, yet be aſſured 
none of your readers will: every one will 


be 


a ) 


be dy" to give it ſome ſuch names as s bom. 
baſt, ſtuff, and noſe 


0 Bot to drop the ee, . 8 E 
2 thin 
What allegory ? Is the hiſtory of Davia =__: 
„ and Goliath an allegory ? Or is your perſon- a8 
ating David and turning Prideaux into a at 
* lion, Hutchinſon into a bear, and Prieſtley ö Nt 
1 into a Philiſtine, the allegory? If it be, ty 
there is no reader but will with warmth ! B 
and indignation ſay, it is a downright in- 150 
ſult upon common ſenſe and good manners. 3 
* ene 
Permit me, David, for a moment, to 
tak e upon me the toil of a brother Lexico- A 
grapher, and explain to thee the term Al- 3 
legory, with its alliance to, and ſhade of i 
difference from, Apologue, PLAY. Ana- 4 
logy, "IE and — JEN E 
7 Apologue or Fable is 'a mere | Noi of [ 
fimple narration of things impoſſible in na- E 
ture to-be real and true, as when trees, birds 1 | 
and beaſts talk, reaſon; give counſel, and E 
exerciſe rien 2 the firſt Tas” to be C ; 


Timed” 


bund in writing is chat in dhe book of 
ene 1 14/4 «(0076 FE 


— 


KY 


| A Parable is likewiſe a ſtory. or tale of 
kings, though not real, yet poſſible and 
robable, after the manner of a compariſon 
r fimilitude 3 of which we have'a very 
keutiful inſtance in 2 Sam. 12. ſpoken by 
Nathan to David. Nothing can be more 


nbles, though ſome of them, to be under- 
bod, I humbly apprehend, and interpreted, 
n a very different manner from what they 
pacrally are, | 


Analogy 1s that by which real things, ſpi- 
tual and inviſible, are repreſented or de- 


tnbed by ſenſible objects and correſpond- 


las, though not proper and adequate, of 
nhat we could not otherwiſe Conceive, as 


fory of God—the inviſible things of him 


kad,” 59 
A Type 


degant and inſtructive than Chrift's pa- 


hen it is ſaid, 4 The heavens declare the 


us properties, in order to give us ſome real 


i clearly ſeen from the creation of the 
world, being underſtood by the-things that 
de made, even his eternal power and God- 
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of the clear heavens, they rejoice, and of fields : 


ing. 
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A Type'is the model, bribing or deline- 
ation of ſome future event; thus it is ſaid, 
the rites, ceremonies and letter of the law 
is a type, or is typical, of the ſpiritual diſ- 
Rr of the Golpel.” 9 75 
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RIP is the tranfietion. or ane en [ 
of a ſingle word from its proper ſignifca- 
tion to another that is not, as when it is ſaidſ 
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ſtanding thick with corn, they laugh and 1 


An Allegory is a continued metaphor = - 
ſpeaking of one thing, creature, - perſon, 0 f | 
action, and meaning another: a moſt beau 
- tifulallegory is in Pſalms Ixxx. 8, where th 
houſe of Iſrael or Church, its deliveranc , 
out of Egypt. and ſettlement in the land 1 
Judea, is delincated by : a Vine. 5 
66 Thou broughteſba vine out of Foy] W | 
thou preparedſt room for it, madedſt it take 
deep root, and it filled the land. The hills 
were covered with the ſhadow of it, and tht 
5 N boughs thereof were goodly cedars: 914 
; \ ſtretched out her boughs unto the ws anc t 
her branches unto the river. t 
Gage | FP 2 5 Tbeß 


EW 3 

Theſe. terms were all of W inyented 
by the Greek Rhetoricians, and are com-: 
monly called figures and tropes; which, 


when uſed with Judgment. and raſte, give 
elegance to language. It is this uſe which 


eminently diſtinguiſhes the ſtyle of Serip- 
ture from all the compoſitions. of Athens 

and Rome. 7 3 

According to Fra explanation mt view BG, 
things, had you conſidered: the hiſtory, of 
the literal, David and Goliath as deſcriptive 
of the ſpiritual, you might with no impro- 
priety have called it a Type or Allegory 


Here, as well as in the life of Joſeph and 


Abraham's offering up Iſaac, 1 make no 
doubt you will drop the Allegory, ſbut 
your eyes, turn away your ears, and harden 
your heart, as ſoretold by the prophet, 
„ Behold ye deſpiſers, and wonder and 
periſh ; for I work a work in your days, 
which ye will in no wiſe believe, though a 


man, or the man, declare i it undo —— * wy 


* I n 2 N nir 


1 interrogatories, exelamations, ban- 


ter, and what not, in p. 8, 9, 197 * leave 
to the care of Dr. Prieſtley, it is iycymbent 
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op Him ſeriouſly to abfivet) e 
think hem INgenious,, but he will c 0 
KT not accept. them as” 1 that is, 


7 we? be 
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under his curious | tuition, - to treat 8 924 3 
he. treats Mr. Pitt and others his betters, 
with much familiarity, petulance, and al- | 
ſurance ; which indeed is not at all to be 
wondered at in him, who dares to ſtrip his J 
Maſter and Saviour of all dignity and ho- 
nour, mock him, ſpit upon him, ſmite 
Him on the head, and then lead him out in 
ſhame to crucify him afreſh; toi the exceed - 
ing great grief of all thoſe that love him 
more than their own. ſouls ; even the Cen- 
turien, and, thofe that were with him, were 
they alive to ſee this, would weep, pi 
Walt 1 Truly this was the ſon of God. me 1 


1307 12 


8 3 354212 

In your e Dr. 'Prieftley my an 
eminent Divine and Pbhiloſopher? # there"in 
p. 8, &c. he is a Judas, a very devil; 

who, now under full conviction, if not 


accompanied with true compupQion, hath 
Ck . 


pieces of Teribbling ! in n the Temple," aides 
| hang himſelf in a Cet enticle, " er eta 
TR CHER 
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what he has faid again 
the blunt end of the Stylus, and ſtab him- 


( 


* . 


rothing elle to do, but in a hurry? vof de- 


pair, 'to caſt. down. ' hore?! haf "thitey 


\'Q fo! 


ſelf with the ſharp Point of it," trultinig! to 0 
his mercy, who fore ceing ? ht bla hemy 
he ſhould receive from Jews and Chriſtiatls; 


kindly promiſed, 4 Whoſoever ſhall peak 


a word againſt 5 ſon of min, it wal re 
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been held:by all as a juſt ſentiment, except 

by: Sterne cog * — — "Si 27719 .f T-16 

17 a 1's, 48 1g 18 gal 

The time froſt 15 ON At Band, when 

it is neceflary t to 1 put the oa forte; 

„He that hath 80 ſword; let hith felk Hs 

garment and buy one 7 to- tand fo rea 
defence of his Lord and his God. 
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ede der din ous religion age 


upon all mankind; nor the only infallible 


Vou . = | think and 1 that a ö 
internal part of your religion, Natural, 
Moſaic, and Chriſtian, three in diſpen- 
lations, one and the ſame in ſum and ſub- 


ſtance, is obligatory upon all your nation 


and upon all mankind, and that it is the f 
only true and infallible one abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary to ſalvation. Not to know and con- 


tend for this, is to know and contend only | 
for the huſks of religion, ſuch as ſwine do 
eat and feed upon, without thriving, and W 


without cleanlineſs. 


tian. 
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+ 4 


one to ſalvation, as every other religion | 
and ſect Unit oh dune MO n of, k 


One of your nation, a real |aiolar and ry 
gentleman, ſays, that though he had pro- 
fited in the Jews religion above many his 
equals, yet owned himfelf devoid of true 
and pure CES, till he became 2 Gu | 


0 n 
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1 With theſe, juſt, and noble hs. 
inculcated into me from my earlieſt youth, 
it muſt; be obvious to every impartial and 


liberal mind I do not aim at the converſion 
of Chriſtians to the Jewiſh faith.“ p. P. 14 


Cicero ſays, ſugimus_ errorem cum late: * 
whether, you ſucked in juſt and noble ſenti- 
ments, truth and modeſty with your mo- 
ther's milk, is not ſo obvious to every! im- 
partial and liberal mind, as that you now 
pofſeſs neither the one nor the other. 1 
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Permit me again to act the part of a 
Lexicographer, in explaining the ward 
Faith, with more than a ſhade of difference 
from Fancy, Imagination, ne Know- 

ledge and Science. 41 % eie 


is ] 


Phantaſie, Phantaſma, or Fancy 1 is s ſcarce- 
ly to be conſidered as any real entity or ex- 
iſtence, but a mere viſion or working of the 
brain, an idle conceit, ſays Littleton, be- 
tween fleep a and Waking. wit 


& Þ 


Imaginationis/ Aomething rel as de 
faculty or power of forming images, 'or as 
the image itſelf repreſented, or "teffe@6d, 5 


though not — wh ** 
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The faculty © or power of 1 imagery, call 


Taz ination ems to make Apart, of anin 


5448 


ins olttic ition for 5 | Te its fabri- ' 
1200181 8 9113 190 3 
eations We 'owe much our pleat F g and v 
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2 When' nature is only Slealant ina chi 
perate and agreeable mode, the imaginatiön 
in company with prudenee, is Cautious, 
ſcarcely ſmiles and talks a little; "But when 
the heart is gay, on the ſide of folly, it Rats 
to loquacity, burſts into the loud laugh, Utd 
is adventurous. When nature is ſedate and 


ferious; imagination puts faitir and hope“ 
| upon ſpeculation, and elevates chem inte J 
enthuſiaſm. When the heart is t ; 


. 


ful and anxious, it depreſſes fear with me- 
lancholy and deſſ pondency. In ſhort, under 
either ſtate of hope or fear, pleafu füfe t Pn, 
good or evil, the imagination ö 48 4 pt to de- 
ceive by magnifying the object on lch. 
and making it appear _otherwife Than it is. 
Thus, When the woman..ſaw;: the tree, 
that it was good for food, and fit to make 


one wiſe, ſhe imagined what ik really was 


not as ſhe and her huſband d found upon ex- 
Perienbe and reflection. ads 
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to conveyhis Fats fog FT geſtions, working 1 im⸗ 
mediately, ſolely Joe darkiy upon the paſ- 


tions and; appetites, in the end with difap- 
pointment and. vexation; Whereas che im 
will, andere b ch and judgment, 
with illumination, weer nn 
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The. enden may and e to hay 


its play, but is not to be truſted in, nor fuß 
fered to go without * de of reaſou- 


n 1 ns bas 115 
"Phat. obſeryations may afford ſome cxit⸗ 
terion, how to judge, diſcern and diſtinguiſh 


between Inſpiration and Enthuſiaſt. 16 Boo? 


ORO is a mere ſuppoſal, fuppoſitibi, 
pucks, or aſfent to forethivy "without" full 


evidence and con. e , ud 
Aer JF 37} rig hoot 307 50 08 25 1t 281 


Knowledge ariſes from the evidenee of eur 
ſenſes, and, Science from anifeſtillemonſ⸗ 


tration and . 3 
ciples, | x 


Thus 
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1 Thus far, every man can moye by him- 
' 3 Lats, within the narrow cirele of his o-. 
1 obſervation upon à few- objects, and for 4 1 
few years; but faith Opens 0 large field, to 1 
expatiate in, of things temporalandfpiritual, 
pPaſt, preſent and to come, from before the 
| ereation-even to the end of it, into-duration i 
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- like knowledge, but from hearing; it is au 

act of the will, heart and underſtanding, a 3 
Firm and ſteady aſſent and perſuaſion of the 
mind to certain facts, or propoſitions, on 

dhe relation, teſtimony, or premiſe of eye 
witneſſes, founded on poſſibility, and probabi- 1 

. If lot — and ſol evident . 1 

Nea 1 . 11 2X3, 311 EL FF: in 4 
Faiths woes, human divine; 

_ = Hons Kath is "hs belief of een E 

5 | things only; perſons and .charaQters, delivet- 
ed viva voce by word of mouth, pledge, Y 

© Higny: -narratedin-profanc hiſtory divine 

— "Faint is the belief of- e 3 
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is laid, 
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„ Faith cometh 7 3 and bearing 
by the word of God — and again,. Faith 
is the evidence of things not ſeen.” 


4 


* 


Three great objects nd fundamental 
articles of divine faith are the exiſtence of 
God, the creation of the world, and a future 


{tate of rewards and puniſhments, the re- 
wards to be obtained, and the puniſhments 
to be avoided, on certain conditions, by 


certain ways and means, ſpoken of and pre- 


icribed in the writings of the old and new 
teſtament, acknowledged by the general 
conſent of mankind, time out of mind, to 
be the inſpired word of God. Scripture, its 
plain, e expreſs word and common ſenſe, is 
the only ſure rule of faith and practice, not 
fancy, whim, humour, imaginations, opin- 
ions, traditions, wreſting of Scripture, and 


handling the word of God deceitfully, caſu- | 


tically, cunningly and craftily. 2 16 


Chi have for td two thouſand. 


years believed in Jeſus Chriſt, as the. Meſ- 
lah promiſed almoſt from the foundation of 
the world, and. amply. come In his humble 
character, t to fave them; and if Jews be- 


E p lieved 


+ "3 "FA —_ 


TT WAS” * 2 * 8 - « * 7 . * 7 —— 2 N 
22 X 


Le 
1 


V. ! 

T 
— 

[1 - V3 
Mo 
2 ö 
1 R 

. 

* 
. 

+. 
= ». 
* 
5 

2 
P 
3 
= \ 

_ - 
=. 
[ - 

* 
2 
3 
* 
9 

| 
. - 
\ BY 

KS 
: - 

_ 
[1 
y - 
? 
* 2 
133 
. 
* 
bs 
3 
1 
Ee 

& - 
RY 
E. 

* 
=: 
- 

2. z 
IF * 
n 
4 
- 1 

+ 
We. - 
* 

Res - 
. 

. o 
# 
= 
+8 
-A 
i: 
3 
$4 

{ 
* 
. 5 
4 
43 
os 
— 

4 * 

1 

* 


( 34 7 2 | 
| Heved in the ſame Meſſiah, as the Mediato: 


and Interceſſor between God and man, com- 
ing to ſave them in his triumphant cha- 
racter, the faith and religion of both is then 
ovubtleſs right, and it is hoped acceptable 
to God, though perhaps not exactly in all 
reſpe&s and minute circumſtances the ſame. 
However both are neighbours and brethren _ 
in. expectation of bleſſings, and therefore 


ought to be friends, as much as. poſſible, 


and love one another, according to the 
ſtrict injunRion of Chriſt to his diſciples, 
when he was about to take his bodily leave 
of them, I ſay unto you, make to your- 
ſelves friends of the mammon of unrigh- 
teouſneſs, that when ye fail, (by a general 


falling off from faith in me) they (when 


converted in the final and grand revolution) | 
may receive you, (be one with you) in ever- 


laſting habitations, Luke xvi. 9. 


For my own part J am glad to embrace 
this opportunity of declaring, that J ever 
loved your nation as the receivers of God's 


£ gracious promiſes, and the careful preſerv ers 


of his precious oracles, and alſo for the 
Ar civilities I have for many years. receiv. 


ed 


TO 7 

ed from ſeveral Individuals, perſons of po- 
liteneſs, honour and virtue. And now let us 
hear, what is the Jewiſh faith, to which 
you think and ſay, truly with great pro- 


priety. it would be Knighterrantry to convert 
us. 
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I need not tell you, fon you yourſelf : as 
well as others know and confeſs, that it 
confiſts in going to ſynagogue, 1 in the ob- 
ſervation of certain ceremonies, feſtivals, 
days, waſhings, meats and drinks, and other 
ſuch like externals, and private opinions, 
which every conſiderate man mult be ready 
poſitively to affirm, conſtitute neither faith 4 
nor religion, that they are of little or no | 
uſe and importance, and which for that 
reaſon a wife man of your nation calls the 
weak and beggarly elements of the world. 
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There is one ceremony however 3 is 
very neat, decent, and brotherly, that of 
the Sabbath Kiduſb, and the n "FOI 
of bread before meals, 


The Kiduſh or Sacrament is doubtleſs a 
very ancient and holy ceremony, ſo ancient 
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that 5 'Y not been able alter all my in- 
quiries to come at its origin, in ſomuch that, . 
am inclined to think it to be a Moſaic inſti- 
tution at the commencement of the Paſſ.. ö 
over. The Pfalmiſt faith, 66 „ L will Waſh. 
my hands in innocency, receive the cup a. 
by any and thus will I 80 to Thing Ape YH 
I Itis 1 the e Chiittian be told, 3 1 
the Kiduſh is nearly the harmleſs « ceremony, 
of much the ſame apparatus, as the ſacra- 15 
ment adminiſtered in the Church of Eng: : 
land, if it be received with: an eye to A. Fatty 
ritual deliverance inſtead of a temporal only, 
except the circumſtances of kneeling, (far; q li 
the Jews take it ſtanding or fitting) and of | 
the cup or glaſs before the meal, and its 15 
repetition after it, to the beſt of 1 my remem- 
berance; for J have more than once took... 
the Kidujh with my late worthy, friend, = 
Furtado, and with aiother r worthy: Jew n now Wl 
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1 am ſorry to find, Wat many, if not Wir 
of the Jews as well as Chriſtians, drop t this, 
ſimple ceremony, fit down to meals and riſe, 


from THER! wirhout tht Bergchot, the bleſs, ? 
; ' iii 0 
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ing rived by che Maſter of the, houſe mai wy 
ae diſpoſed't to embrace ili iT (15 0704 OT FELT £11 
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r BG OH 
The gulf fixed "i your foreflrtibrs, Fits 33 
gh Prieſt clothed in purple and ſine linen, hs ci 

nd faring ſumptuouſly, « every day, and byhis 

ine brethern the Levites, Saducees, Sctibes, 
Phariſees and Lawyers, is not now: {© great 

5 heretofore, inſomuch that even a gramm of a 
übraham's faith, even the, tip of his finger 10 
lpped in water (that of baptiſm) will eaſilß 
wing you to us, and \ us to you; nothing can a 
under this union and liberty, but a flaviſh |-: JI 
ad ſuperſtitious yon: to our Rab- 9D 


les. | 2-ver cx 0616571 51 34 75 0 77 1 5441 
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| Entertain'no lenker the groveling expec - 
tions, inculcated by them, in the Zoar $1590 

ud in other Rabinical writings, of your Mb 

tmphant ſtate under a temporal Meſſiank 

athe land of Canaan, there again to ſhed 211v1l | 

lit blood of bulls and of goats, to eat and | 

link, feaſting on the Leviathan, and hav- 

bp dominion over all the nations, they "I a 10 

by at your feet, and Jou trampling upon a 

Wm in fall revenge, inſolence and tyrannyʒ 
Wured, let common ſenſe aſſure you, 

this 
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God, of Jeſus Chriſt, Saints and angel 


_ anſwer ſtoutly like Thraſo, ffatur. We m 1 


e 


this cannot be the, happineſs of 4 new 

heavens and of the new earth, ſpoken of 91 
your Prophets, wherein dwelleth righteouſ- 
neſs: No, for now abideth faith, hope, 
charity, theſe three; of which the greatclii 
is charity, becauſe, when faith ſhall bel 
changed 1 into viſion and knowledge, and bool 1 
end in poſſeſſion and enjoyment,” charity 
abideth ever, charity, that is, the love off 


Charity is a debt we owe to all, a debt wal 
are to be always paying and never finiſhing. W 


Well, David, how is it with you? I (ol I 
you have been very attentive, and hope nol 1 
tired. Quid agitur? Come, be not affraid 
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had a long and ſerious converſation — 
and it is hoped, not altogether. unimpro!y | 
ing, on your Advertiſement; to the reader 
and introductory letter to Pr. Prieſtleyſ 1 
The King in court, demands of | youll 
the Foreman of the Jury, to anſuef 
upon the verity of the Hebrew pentateuchſ q 
„ Is he, the ſaid Dr. Prieſtley, guilty "i 
not guilty *'' „ Guilty, my Lord the King 
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non ſenſe and common ears, and in the 
W literal meaning of words in the act of 
ope, : William the third; which he himſelf aware 
cit of and avowing, threatens your Majeſty, 
be | he Miniſter and both houſes of Parliament 
aope : wth I know not what, if 11 and the Teſt 
Tl, e 0 be not repealed. 

e of : | 
gel: 
ing. | 1 


by 
u'll 


He ſays, the Church of Rome and Eng 
ind hath held more than nonſenſical doc- 
ines long enough, and that it is time, it 
n bould be pulled down— that all the Biſhops, 
1 ſeal rrticularly the Biſhops of Lincoln and 
e NC 1 Worceſter, how clever ſoever other folks 
raid WW tive thought them, and both the Univer- 
have 1 ties once famous, now infamous, are a 
ether 1ick of ignorant, daſtardly, dumb dogs, 
prove 3 alt aſleep, and are not to be awflkened but 
cader the ſtones of Cathedralsand Colleges about 
etl lier ears. In my opinion he ought im- 
| you B to be hanged, for putting the 
nſw lire Eſtates of the Realm in bodily fear, 
teuch | ad even the Lord Chancellor, who is not 
nlty 0 3 ahly affrighted, is known to be of a gener- 
King es heart, and to provide for honeſt men 
f col ad true, graciouſly, unſolicited; while 
moe himſelf growls like an ill natured Cur 
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per ſpirit and earneſt example. For I ſee 


14 


of Socinus, or be knocked: on the head foi 


- in the manger. For he tells Mr. Pitt, yourl ; 
.. Majeſty's confidential, worthy anduniverſal 
ly admired Miniſter, except by—he will not 
accept any thing his intereſt can give hin 
in the Church or State, and will not let you 1 
_ eat your own bread and plain repaſt in peace 1 


accordingly have iflued out by the advice off 


| Proclamation put into execution with a pro- 


counts I have had of the ſufferings our nation 

have felt in Philadelphia and new England 
under the Preſbyterian dominion, that if Dr. 
Prieſtley and his party prevail, we ſhall be in 


aà more calamitous ſituation than ever, by 


6409 


5 75 


and quiet.“ 


Well, David, I have taken this tremend- 


ous matter into ſerious conſideration ; and 


my Privy Council, a Proclamation againſt f 
profaneneſs and blaſphemy.“ 7 
God bleſs your Majeſty, Thope to ſee the 1 


plainly the Church and State is in great dan- 
ger of falling, and I am ſure from the ac-M 


being compelled to ſuck in Ether, the ſhadow 
of a ſubſtance, and to embrace the doctrineſ 


ſtupidity and ſtubbornneſs.” 1 
ws, 64 Upon 
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Chriſt, 'the Rulers in Philadelphia let looſe 


I might with propriety and permiſſion, an 5 


= EGS 
Upon the Settlement of penſylvania part 


of our nation opened their ſhops undera ſup: 


poſition of its being a free country for all æer 
ligions 3 but by: Pen' s Charter. the privileges 
and immunities of the Province deing cn 
fined to the profeſſors of the religion of Jeſus 


the populace upon the Jews, who plundered 
their ſtores, and expelled them the place; 
upon which they retired to New Vork and 
Rhode Iſland, where ny e Synagogues, | 


and live in 2 75 : RPDs 
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I col communicate to your Maj fl 


anecdote. diſcloſed to me by. means of that 
correſpondence” we hold with each other 
all over the world, of the late Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, a very worthy, benevolene 
man to my knowledge, for he once gave 
me ten pounds when went to him i in diſ- 
treſs, but not ſo know¾ing in the arts of a 


Sec, as his Predeceſſor, among which he had 
been originally bred, how he was una wares 
1 into the utteration of ſome words. 
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Fi ur Majeſty then muſt know, thete's came 
oY from America 2 couple of tall, lank, 
ped fellows, in 'the capacity and profeſſion 

of mendicants, belonging to the Preſbyterian 
party, with't two o others. a Sir James 1— 
and à Dr. 8 The Archbiſhop, to 
whom they were mee commilerating 
their diſmal appearance, innocently entered 
into converfation with them, among other 
particulars, about the ſtate of the Meeting 
Houſes and of the Church. They inform- 
ed him, the meetings were in great prof- 
perity, but the ſteeples tumbling. Upon 
which the Archbiſhop, with ampel) of 
heart, made anſwer, Alas! I ſee in every 
State and 1 rl is A < dn 
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gez, This kind of dejection was le 4 
known to ſome Frida, and immediately I 
flew to America: All the Party took 
courage, and, 'emboldened here by certain 
Patriots and Pamphleteers, raiſed the re. 
Ke = which ended much to the Dore 
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us, emſelves, and — ern i 
2 ST | av a Js No 7 5 4 on 

Well, David, if - this ks truly the ſlate | 
of matters, do you call upon” your whole 


vnällon, in kaſe of neceſſity, and even ho 
| & 
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the nations of Mahomet, to defend the 
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in the mean time. I will protect you to the 
utmoſt of my power; ;, and if I had 1 au- 


N 


thority 1 once had, 1 would protect; your 


the peaceful and quiet practice of your re- 
14 Bev We Han your 00 and ſhall 


10 Fir 
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commander of. ours. and, I 8 with 
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24 


Ts. pages 8, 95 you, as 
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ud ingenuouſly confeſs, it is leſs compre» 


and New Teſt en 


7 * 


happy convoy 9 of an | God.” ITE 


| King and Church, for our mutual ſafety . 
and benefit; with theſe documents we diſ- 

miſs you. Behave as good Jews till it | 
pleaſe God to call you to be Obriſtians, and | 


unhappy nation, throughout- America, in 
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Levi, juſtly, wiſely, and. „ brayelys, lik ik Ir 
man, © how; Dr. Prieſtley's 8. notions: can 
| entitle him or 1 a ME to 155 N oy 


yo | ax 4 x 
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LETTER ia 
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che divine dif pleaſure.— | 


J am ty ae; you Ioal4's 18 


Are not at this time under the divine dil 


pleafure, nor our religion unacteptable to 


8 
2 
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you ten Dr. i. Pricey, p 16, hi agree 
with him in his charge, 86 That our preſent 
diſperſed and calamitous ſituation is certainly | 
a proof, that we are at this very time Wer 


Wh him, 'that you are at this time under | 
the divine diſpleaſure, and in a calamitous 
Htwation. The artful Jeſuit, like the fly 
ſerpent of old, put a queſtion, or poſition 
to draw you into an argument, or converſa- | 
tion, and you, like a ſimpleton, acquieſce U 
in it: the conceſſions are too much. For 
conſſder, if you are under the divine diſ- 
pleaſure, you muſt think, as you ſay in 
your advettifement ſome Chriſtians do, that 

your religion is not acceptable to God. You 3 
might have availed yourſelf by telling him, | 
«We hope, as I moſt ſincerely do, that we I 
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perſed, doubtleſs for wiſe and good purpoſes 
in the deſigns of Providence, yet it is not 
true, that we are in a calamitous ſituation 
any where at preſent, except where Preſby- 
ter aniſm prevails;“ and this reflection 
would have led you to an argument quite 
the reverſe of that in p. 18, in favour of 
Chriſtianity? 8 being the peaceable kingdom | 
of the Meſſiah, as foretold by the Prophets, 
Iſa. xi. 6, and Micah, iv. 3, and that the 
kingdom of the Meſſiah is approaching in 
full accompliſhment, wherein the will of 
God {Hall 0 e in earth as it. is in x heaven, 


T . 5 3 2 N ; 
4 rr 2 2 x NE En PEE IIB PISS THT IF 23 n : ) * 5 1 ; Ip 5 "Ys 
1 I RS Ce -T... — .-. ⅛ —ꝛTmmüjü 0 ;uw ð2 e Sa ate ]² U1Anu ² ͤ Vm! —AÜ . . EA Fe ” 77 55 
J ͤ . ²˙¹-wi⁴. ꝛüñ˙ͤD ˙⅛ʃ . ² ˙ꝛ¹ꝛimmi ]⅛ RM! ] ͤuvnm;- !. Ln Ss 8 * 8 


In anſwer to Dr. Prietley, p. . 4 The 
cauſe of our preſent captivity; - and which 
you impute to our rejecting and perſecuting 
of the prophets, that is, Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles,” Fol fay, I freely aſſert to be 
ill founded; and to prove the aſſigned cauſe . 
to be ill founded, you might have humbly 

and thankfully acknowledged the crucifix- 
ion of Chriſt to make an atonement, for the 
ins of the whole world, and have faid, 
© We of the preſent | generation do not 
perſecute Chriſt, his Apoſtles, or diſciples, 
and that W we are not Chriſtians by 
your 
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your form of baptiſm and name, yet are we 
Meſſians (of the like meaning in Hebrew as 
Chriſtians in Greek) in faith and practice.“ 
This would have been a plauſible argument 
at leaſt and ingenious, ſufficient to- ſilence 
him, and put him to ſhame, if perhaps in 
all reſpects not perfectly true; and it would 
have ſaved you from entering into thoſs of- 
fenſive, if not a kind of perſecnting; inqui- 
nes, obſervations, aſſertions, p. 21, 2% 
and denial of Chriſt being the ſecond perſon 
in the Trinity, (the very thing the crafty,, i 
4 naked Serpent wanted to draw you into, 
naled becauſe unclothed with one good qua- 
lity,) a prophet and a real teacher, You 


of . e in ws T ani nor do 1 
know that I have, for it exiſts not in the 
Bible; however, that apart, and to thoſe 
titles of Prager and f . 5 
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Common and Es fenſs 3 a, 
you to retract your denial of Chriſt's.being 
a prophet, even if he be only a teacher; 
for you know, that Nabia is not only one, 5 
who foretells events, but alſo an orator, : 
one who e, abe e and 
0 1 exhorts 
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4 to RY tte of, Sul and divine 
truths; all which: Chriſt did in a very ſu- 
perior manner, as his hearers with furprize 


and rapturous exclamations con feſſed, when 
they cried: out Nd man ever ſpake like 


this man; and again, . He ſpake with 
power, and not as the \Soribes {atid* Phari- 


| ſees.” In Luke i. 67, Zacharias is ſaid to 
prophecy; ; and in v. 76, John Baptiſt is 


called a prophet, though neither of them 
foretold any future event, and wers both 


of them only preachers; 4 ON tn in- 
deed and * 874 
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Moſt of Chiif's Aiſcourles are Michiel 
taries on Moſes and the Prophets, with 18 
prehenſions, corrections, and improve- 
ments of ſayings, doctrines, and traditions 
uttered by , Mat. v. 21, thoſe of old 
time, not referring to Moſes aſſuredly, meo 
fericulo affirmo ; but to thoſe Elders, Rulers 
and Rabbies, whom you eall wiſe men, 
who lived during the Babyloniſſi captivity, 
and in the period before the coming of 
Chriſt: But Chriſt proved himſelf a Prophet 
in the ſenſe of foretelling future events, in 
many 3 as when he preadmoniſhed 
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peter of hid denial and conyerſiony and the | 
Apoſtles concerning his death, and the 8 
manner he ſhould die, alſo predicting the 


deſtruction of the Temple, and termination 
of the Jewiſh polity, more circuraſtantially 
than either Moſes, Deut. xxvili. 40, and 
Dan. 3 ix. 24, with this obſervation, tell 
you before hand, that when it is come to 
paſs ye may believe that I am he,“ the 


'Meffiah. All theſe things are come to paſs, 


and others are fulfilling: * us 28 te- 
peut. and believe the Goſpel. 14%, 


, . f 
ot FEED ? 


Some of his parables alſo, 1 reds con- .i 


ceive, and could prove, perhaps to general 
ſatisfaction, were it thought neceſſary or 


uſeful, are e nes and not merely 


moral. ie 


You fay, p. 22, © Whether Chriſt healed | | 
all manner of ſickneſs, and all manner of | f 


diſeaſes by art, deception, ſupernatural 


N ſomething like a ſpiritual moun- | 


tebank, is not my buſineſs at preſent to 


inquire” and you would inſinuate, nor 
What a profound maſter's feet 


have * been ſitting at, and” what an oy 3 
ſcholar: 15 


to believe.“ 


4 
T 
r 


* 33 « of 1 - 
+ EY Yo MO rs - W 838 2 —— . FE me 
3 De EDO ST OTIS II TY PS ESTs 


„ K Nel, HOI net, 
A TO ASE Et > EE Wen Mt POSTS 


i Wy” 
ſcholar! If neither you nor your maſter; 
whoſe heart you ſhould be better acquainted 
with than I pretend to, and of whom you fay, 
in p. 31, *© that he is a complete deiſt, un- 
der the moſt Jeſuitical argument, ill 
believe the hiſtory of the New Teſtament, 
it 18 impoſſible for me, or perhaps any man 
to force you, by proving its truth with any 
demonſtration. Matters of fact are probable 
only, depending upon the credibility of the 
Relators, prophecy excepted, which is a kind 
of demonſtration. On this head, therefore, I 
will only put you both in mind, what thoſe 
who were eye witneſſes of his miracles ſaid, 
He hath done all things well; he maketli 
both the deaf to hear, the dumb to ſpeak, the 
blind to ſee, and the lame to walk,“ and let 
the meek Jeſus himſelf afk you, For which 
of thoſe good works do you ſtone me? It 
is not likely that ſo many ſhould approve of 
what he laid as did, and all be CAE 
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If we compare Jeſus. with hb reſt 1 
the prophets, who. ſucceeded Moſes, from 
Joſhua to Malachi, we ſhall find ſuch a 
manifeſt contradiction between him and 
them, as fully demonſtrates, that both par- 
 - ties 


e „ 


ties could not be the cee of 605. as 
God never r contradicts himſelf.” | ; 
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" Patibnce . and common 7 | 
| Quid audio, quid monſtri lego et video! N ow 
then for proof of the contradiction. 
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* thr Mu ſays, i in Deut 2. | 10 
| ſhali not add unto the words which 1 com- 
mand you, neither ſhall ye diminiſh ought 
from it but Jeſus acted in direct con- 
tradiction to the law of Moſes; for whereas 
the law-.of Moſes expreſsly commands the 

adulterer and adultereſs to be put to death, 
Levit. xx. 10. Jeſus in defiance of. this 2 
preſs command reſcues the adultereſs, from 
the juſt puniſhment due to ber crime, and 
that by one of the. moſt extraordinary de- 


vices that ever entered into the mind of man, 


and which had! it been purſued by « other legi- 
flators, would Ipcedily: have led to the en- 


tire ſubverſion and annihilation of all law VB 


we order., p. 26. gn am 21.” 


© Oh! righteous Judge! 5 Sts hands 
the ſummum jus would be ſumma j mjuria...You 
ſay V ee the adultereſs ; : X68 merciful 60 
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VOI cement, 2 


To 


out of the hands of cruel aceuſers, perhaps 
in combination, certainly deſigning; to in- 


ſnare Jeſus in a critical caſe, | When you 


| fay reſcued, this implys no command, which 


you was to ſhew, nor any cantradiction and 
eppoſition to the law of Moſes, but a graci- 
ous addreſs in a court of equity, where the 
evidence was not ſufficiently clear of all 
ſuſpicious falſehood and malice 1 In W wit⸗ 


veſſes. 359k Jon i en e 


e Again, the law of Moſes commands, 
when a man doth not like his wife—Deut. 
XXIv. 6. then let him write her a” bill oy di- 


P · 27. 
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No, Mr. e Inka a greater block - 
head at quibling and falſity than Priddle 
himſelf, Moſes doth not here command," he 
only permits, let him write a bill; accord- 
ingly Jeſus as a wiſe and' judicious Taterpre- 
ter ſays, Moſes ſuffered you for the hard- 
neſs of your heart, and he might have ad- 
ed for the fury, heat and yariety of your 
luſt ang concupiſcence, to put away your 
wives ;*” which you Judas like Rang uy out 
in your quotation of Mark x. 11. | 
Ga 1 hope, 
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5 expreſs command of God; enforces the 
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luke: blefled and adorable: Jeſus, who with 
condeſcenſion excuſed as it were, this appar- 


(. 8-3 
I hope, thou wilt have thy head well 


fi 


combed, even to the quick, for thy un- © 
- generous treatment and the want of urbanity KI 
towards the beauty and grace of the crea- - 


tion. Jeſus upon all occafions behaved as a 
complete gentleman to the female ſex, ang 
they were reciprocally attentive and polite to 
him, inſomuch that I have often wondered, 
thoſe ſour, moroſe hypocrites, the Seribes, 
Phariſees and Lawyers, did not accuſe him 
of intrigue, among other things, they: laid 
to his charge, which 15 Knew r not. 


9 


8 The prophet PO Es xvii. At 22. at 


due obſervance of the Sabbath, and in par- 
ticular, that they bear no burden; but 
Jeſus in direct contradiction to this command 
of His father, ordered the man, who had the 
infirmity thirty and eight) years, (and whom 
he cured on the W to take up bis. bed 
al qual „„ e 


1 RAY not here 3 up Ws oſs! he 


ent rden of the Sabbath; to the utter con- 
FER fuſion 
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( 53) 


fuſion and ſilence of his adverſaries on the 
' occaſion 3 and Mr. Levi ought not to have 


brought the matter again into court, ſetting 


up the truely Rabbinical plea for ſacrifice, 


that is, the external part of religion, above 
mercy, the internal and better part. Here 
David Levi, Shiloc like, demanding the ex- 
ecution of his bond, earneſtly and rigorouſly 
contends for the letter of the law, which 
killeth, without the leaſt regard to equity 
and the ſpirit of it, which giveth life. This 
i Rabbiniſm and ſuperſtitious bigotry in 
the extreme, not humanity and charity, 
which he ſo much boaſts of, (p. 12.) as the 


characteriſtic of Wei and ann 


Gentle EY be files to take notice in i 
the preceding quotation of his father in 


Italics ; this is done With E ROY maln ; 
ſpirit of blaſphemy: | | 


Monftrum ! horrendum ! forme! 4 ago : 


cut lumen r ademprum . 


The dirt and Päckbirz which he an | 
lo thick and plentifully at Dr. Prieffley in 
29, 30, and 31. 1 leave for kit to pick 


up Fo 


up and defend himſelf in his ow: Way! | 
ſome it may be will ſtick; how much of it 
he deſerves, let his own feelings teach him 


p. 33 to 66. and find his way out again I 


attempt it, I muſt go a longer Journey and 


though he be really blind, yet is he not 4 


(Wn) 


* 


to judge. Here we ſee the old ſaying veri- 
fied, © He that firſt throws A muſt 
e to receive them in return.“ 2 

f Whether or no any one can Selbe 
Levi through the tedious Labyrinth from 


know not, I am ſure I cannot: were I to 


with more expedition than Alexander flew 
with four wings of a fowl upon his back, 
(Dan. vii. 6.) even through the four great 
monarchies; and what would be more 
troubleſome and plaguing than the whole Wl 
Journey, I am to be ever putting my ſincere W 
Inquirer after truth in the right way: for 


blind and docile enough to be led, fo that I 4 
muſt go behind and be continually ſtopping, W 
beating and thumping the af num pervicacen f 
to get him forward. 1 


Well, David: how me 1 again, How 16 : 


it with you! ? If you are not fore with beat- 
ing 
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ing I aſk be free to tell thee I am tired 
with thwacking all the way of thy long in- 
troductor 'y letter; and to give thee, the 


reader and myſelf a little reſpite I muſt 
beg leave to put off thy ſecond letter a er 


days to another hearing. e ee, OR 
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